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Defence of the Irish Harp, 



LJan. 



divisions created in the congregation 
of Mass-Lane, Dublin, and many 
others which might be mentioned ? 
But it may not be unprofitable to re- 
fer to the case of a place called the 
Four Towns, in the County Down, 
where not a few hoi-headed bigots 
indeed, but an individual, with the 
avowed purpose of injuring a neigh- 
bouring congregation, whose minis- 
ter had exposed his factious conduct, 
made the application. Their fond- 
ness for erections rendered the Body 
the dupes of design, so far an to in- 
volve them in the expense of build- 
ing a bouse of worship for a people 
who then deserted them. I do not 
quote these instances because I con- 
demn the principle of admitting the 
members of one communion to join 
another in an orderly and peaceable 
manner. The right of choice in re- 
ligion requires this ; and without this 
•privilege, man would be in the worst 
state of slavery. I quote them as precer 
dents, and as precedejits set by tho-e 
that complain of the Burgher Seceders 
for similar conduct. This piiyilege 
I claiit) ; hut 1 grant it in its fullest 
extent to all others. Let these prin- 
ciples then be applied to the conduct 
ol the Burgher Seieders in seiiding 
preachers to Clarp, and theif justifi 
cation will appear complete. I ask 
wimi pncepts of Christianity did 
they violate f Surely not that one, 
"Go ye onto all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature." 
Surely not that one, " whatsoever ye 
would that others shouid do unto 
you, do ye also the same to them." 
Whose civil rights have they inva- 
ded ? None, I assert ; no man 
«an claim a civil right over another 
man's conscience. 

Nearly one hundred persons sign- 
ed the petition for sermon ; names 
deserving the highest credit in any 
case, and from any court. The pe- 
tition Slated their fixed purpose to 



abandon the communion of the Sy. 
nod of Ulster, and to join the com- 
munion of Seceders. Seceders do 
not condemn such conduct. Say, 
then, Gentlemen, to your correspon- 
dent, that Burgher Seceders use no 
scurrilous language ; that they have 
not uttered one uncharitable reflec- 
tion upon the Synod of Ulster j that 
they have treated the person and 
character of the minister of Clare 
with all the tenderness that the law 
of brotherly kindness and charity re- 
quires ; and that though a torrent of 
abuse has been poured out in your 
columns and elsewiiere, upon them, 
they wish to know him who when 
he was reviled, reviled not agaiq. 
But say to them also that they are 
not to be intimidated ; they know 
their du!y to God as well as to men, 
and will not be prevented by abusive 
language, from preaching the gospel 
where ihey have no authentic evi- 
dence that it is preached, and where 
they ran do it in an orderly and 
peaceable way. 

A Burgher Secedeb. 



To the Profritlori of the Belfatt Ma^aziiu. 

Gentiesien, 
"VOUR correspondent A.Z., in 
-'• your Magazine for May last, 
dwells ut length on the powers of 
music, and the various instruments 
which are now in use. He says, 
" he knows several men of unques- 
tionable moral worth and feeling, 
who can hardly dulin^uiiih a quick 
movement Iroin a slow." He dis- 
cards the Irish Harp " as poor and 
imperfect;" but surely the Harp or 
Bag-pipes may answer the same end 
to these raural and feeiing men, as any 
instrument adapted of the present 
refined taste. He says, " That all 
the old Irish airs should be preserved, 
is, I think, perfectly right," but he 
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considers the perfection of the Irish 
Harp as contrary to " sound reason." 
He may as well say, that national 
bank-notes are superior to gold- 
guineas, because they pass for a 
time; but they still want the sterling 
value, and are subject to forgeries. 
In earlier ages, the Harp was in 
great ase, and well understood by 
all ranks: so much was it revered, 
that ii became our coat of arms, and 
it was struck upon our coins. Ac- 
cording (o the reasoning of A.Z., 
the piano-forte or musical glasses 
should now be struck upon our coins; 
but they would only be understood 
by f)eople"inalfluentcircunistances," 
and the lower classes of society 
could have no knowledge of what 
the inotio meant. As they are the 
only persons upon whom all the bur- 
thens tad in peace and war, the in- 
strument so national and well under- 
stood by therti, should not be dis- 
carded, until a better is found. 

Old Ryrai) Boroihme, when lead- 
ing on hiii brave troops to the battje 
of Cloniarf, would not have been 
convinced of the utility of telling 
them that there were a few fine la- 
dies, elegantly dressed, sitting in 
well-furnished rooms, at their piano- 
fortes, or musical glasses, playing 
national airs for their success ; nor 
do I think that the brave Highland 
bands who defeated Bonaparte's la- 
vincibles in Egypt, would have con- 
sidered similar language of as much 
use as their national instrument the 
bagj}ipe. I do not pretend to say, 
that new improvements should noi. 
be encouraged, but our old Harp, 
in early times, was tuned to the na- 
tional interest, and by its soft, though 
simple tones, blended the feelings 
of alt ranks and degrees, for the 
public weal. How happy would it 
be for this country, could its simple 
strains be renewed, to promote the 
good of this distracted isle. 



I am. Gentlemen, your faumbl* 
servant. 

An Old Pteeiu 

Ballinascreen. 



T* tU Pnfmttrt rf tht SOfiut Mg^nku. 



AS I saw a life of Lavater in tbe 
■'^ Belfast Monthly Magazine fot 
November, I subjoin the following, 
which perhaps may be worth in- 
serting. 1 believe it was never pub- 
lished. 

E.E, 

lavater's observations om th« 
countenance of charles fox, 
whom he met on his last touh 
through swrtzebland. 

Front inepuisable; plus de rich- 
esses & d'images que je ne jaqiaii 
vu peint sur aucune Physionomie av 
monde. 

Sourcils superbes, regnants, do- 
minants — Les yeux rempiis de genie^ 
percants, magiqties, 

Nez mediocre; les jones sensuel. 
les. 

Bonche pleine d'une voiubilite 
surprenante, & agreable. 

Etle basdu visage, donee, affable, 
sociable. 

Translation, or rather Paraphrate. 

This forehead contains treasure* 
of intellect, vast, and inexhaustible. 
Never bav* 1 yet beheld, iq the face 
of man, such opulence of mind, and, 
if I may say so, such a populousnes* 
of ideas. Sublime eye-brows! they 
become tbe front of Jove himself- 
they characterize the whole counte- 
nance, spread an awe and authority 
over it, while beneath these thicken- 
ing, gathering clouds, the lightning 
flash of the eyes penetrates, and, 
as It were, tranfixes by a jiower 



